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         MGCSA Coming Events  

 June 25th: Annual MGCSA Picnic. Good food, door 
prizes, and auction.  See page 3 for a tidbit of info.  

 August 4th: Back to our 1st Thursday of the 
month  meeting at the San Antonio Garden Cen-
ter. 

 

                      INTEREM PRESIDENT’S  CORNER 

Howdy to all!  Guess what?  I am your new President (Interim) for the Men’s 
Garden Club of San Antonio.  Todd Mernin, our current President, is begin-
ning a new job which will reduce his time to support club activities, and I 
was asked by the Board to fill in for the remainder of the club year.  I will 
continue Todd’s efforts at expanding membership and promoting club 
outings. 

After the summer break, we have more events and meetings before the end 
of the Club year:  June Picnic, Herb Festival at the Pearl, Neighborhood 

Night Out, Malcom Beck Tamalada and the Christmas Party.   

I wish Todd great success and look forward to seeing him and all members at the 4 August 
Club meeting.  

What’s going on in John's garden? 

This has been a very strange year for my garden.  
At the beginning we had a hard freeze, then beau-
tiful weather with the best temperature of 60 de-
grees at nights and around 80 for the days.  Every-
thing came up and grew very fast.  Then ---in less 
than a week, we got 104 degrees in the days and 
78 degrees at night.  And this was with the humid-
ity close to zero.  My garden didn’t know what to 
do.  All my young plants withered, even the okra.  
I had never had my Swiss chard to just lay down 
on the ground…they were still alive but totally out 
of water.  I watered everything and the next 
morning the Swiss chard was standing up.  So, I 
knew they were still alive.  But, they could not go 
on this way.  I built covers with 2-inch plastic pipe 
and plastic shade to shade them.  That is what I 
am doing now and they are surviving.  The beans 
and cucumbers came up and then just withered 
away.  O well, maybe the weather will be better in 
the fall and I will try again.                                                                                               

             From John Opiela 

 

Horti-Bull 
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Published Monthly by  the SAN ANTONIO MEN’S GARDEN CLUB 
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The flower I am profiling this month is the Poli-
anthes Tuberose. This  fragrace of this flower is so 
strong it is used in the perfume industry. This 
member of the Agave family originates in the cen-
tral region of Mexico where it is harvested exclu-
sively for its fragrance properties. It has small 
waxy white leaves. It was formerly cultivated as a 
flavoring for chocolate. I cannot emphasize 

enough the strength of the scent. I 
think you will agree with me once 
you smell this jewel of a flower. I 
personally have a few in a pot that 
I bring in during the winter. Hope 
you enjoy them as much as I do. 
                From Todd Mernin 

 

 

Our sincere THANKS to Outgoing President Todd Mernin. He got us through the pandemic in good shape 

while sharing with us his extensive knowledge of the plant world.  He was there when we needed him the 

most! We will miss Todd as he transitions into his new career. It unfortunately   requires him to be unavaila-

ble in the evening hours  and Todd thought it best to turn the job over to a new leader now rather than 

wait to the end of the year. We wish for him to be happy and successful in his new endeavor. He promises 

to provide us with his ’plant profiling’ until there are no more plants to profile.  From the MGCSA Board.  

Robert McDaniel 

>   Have you botany plants today? 
>    Someone has been adding soil to my garden. 
The plot thickens. 
>    I beg your garden! 
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                          CALVIN’S  CORNER                                                                                       
      By Dr. Calvin Finch, Retired Texas A&M Horticulturist 
 
Horti Bull Gardening Calendar for June 

STILL wanted for the Horti-Bull - your 
inputs for future Horti-Bulls. Prefer re-
ceipt by the 20th of the month . The arti-
cle can be about your current gardening 
effort, a past event, or some plain old 
good- or-bad life experience, or simply a 
gardening tip. 

.     The heat and drought continue and along with them many communities in 
the area including San Antonio are under Drought Restrictions in order to protect 
the sources of our water particularly the Edwards Aquifer. Right now, we are in 

Stage II which means that we can only use sprinkler irrigation one day per week based on the last digit 
of our home address. Addresses that end in 0 or 1 may irrigate on Mondays, addresses that end with 2 
or 3 water on Tuesdays, addresses that end with 4 or 5 water on Wednesday, Thursday is the watering 
day for addresses that end with 6 or 7 and the addresses that end with 8 and 9 may irrigate with sprin-
klers on Friday.  If you water with a sprinkler it must be done on your designated day between 7am and 
11am or 7 pm and 11pm.  
    Hand watering is allowed any day. Drip irrigation is also allowed any day under Stage II regulations 
between the 7 and 11 am and 7 to 11 pm blocks. 
    Brown spots in the lawn right now, especially in the sun are likely to be the result of a dry spot. One 
of the ways to test if that is the problem is to designate a test block in the dry looking area and soak it 
by hand every day for 5 days. If the test block greens up that verifies the need for more water.  It may 
mean your sprinkler is not applying the water evenly or just as likely in our soils, it may mean that the 
soil under the grass is uneven or compacted.  
    If the brown spot does not respond to the additional water provided by the hand watering test, it 
may mean you have chinch bugs. You can usually see them at the base of the grass plant near the soil. 
There are lawn insecticides available at your favorite retail nursery that control chinch bugs. The same 
products can also be used for grubs.  Suspect grubs in a well-watered lawn that is showing a moth-
eaten appearance,  and the tops of the grass plants separate from the roots just like a topee. 
    If you have St Augustine grass and it is showing symptoms of being too dry it is best to water it every 
three weeks or more to have it survive. If you have zoysia, Bermuda, or buffalo grass they can be al-
lowed to go dormant in the midst of a water shortage. They will brown out if they are not watered but 
they will quickly recover when the rains restart, or water becomes available from another source.  
    In the cut flower garden, most snapdragons have become infected with the fungal disease rust. Re-
place them with zinnias. The pansies have also not fared well in the heat. Replace them with moss ros-
es and purslane. If you need a deer proof flower for the sun the Cora vinca is hard to beat.  
    In the shade, plant wax leaf begonias, caladium or coleus for color. I especially like the Whopper be-
gonia. It is a relative of the smaller wax leaf begonia which it matches in drought tolerance and pest 
resistance but has larger leaves and flowers. 
    Tomatoes, peppers, and okra should be producing now in the vegetable garden. If you need a ground 
cover in the garden, try one of the southern peas. I also like to harvest them and use them as green 
beans instead of having to shell them.  
    Don’t forget to do your part to  restore   the Monarch population. The migrating adults will be back in 
our area in early fall. Plant  zinnias, mistflower, porter weed, and milkweed to provide some potent nectar 
sources to help them make a successful trip.  

 
 



 
                                                        Annual Basilfest at the Pearl 

                                                             by Paul D Huegel 
       The Basilfest held at the Pearl on May 21,2022 went well despite the change in location to a more 
confined area and our limitation to a 10X10 space. Usually, we have our Mobile Children's Garden and 
space for plant sales but this year we did not have the Mobile Children's Garden because our host opted 
to have a small area where children could plant an herb they provided. Since this event does not draw 
too many children this worked out for the better for us. We were happy to be invited to sell plants since 
our host normally does not allow other plant sales. This was our fourth year as an invitee to promote 
membership in the Club and sell some plants as a fund raiser. Ken Wolfgram, as in the past. sold his 
homemade decorative pottery with living and artificial succulents and as usual, he donated most of the 
plants we sold. David Badorski, Margarita Rubio, Leonard Martinez, Larry Cromer, Mary Martinez helped 
Ken and I man the booth. Since we were allowed to sell plants, we took advantage of this opportunity 
and sold leftover and donated plants along with Ken Wolfgram's ceramics. Ken and I did most of the 
planning for the event. For an event that is not considered to be a fund raiser we did pretty well in that 
department as well with the leftover plants and other donations that were sold. All in all, it turned out 
to be another worthwhile endeavor. 
     The Basilfest is one of two events we participate in at the Pearl. The other is the Herbfest which will 
take place this year on October 22, 2022. We are hoping that we 
are invited again to participate but we may not due to space limita-
tions. If we do participate, I hope that we get better Club participa-
tion in both plant donations and help with the logistics and man-
ning whatever space we get. Hopefully, our Mobile Children's Gar-
den will be included but if not we still need more volunteers for 
what is usually a fun event. So mark your calendars and hopefully 
we will have good club participation and enjoy the other aspects of 
the Pearl which has become a San Antonio landmark. 
  

 

CHILDREN’S VEGETABLE GARDEN PROGRAM 
The children  had  the vegetable contest on May 28, 
2022, and, an eggplant received the grand prize.   
The last day for the spring program is June 4, 2022.  
We will be putting the garden plots to rest  for the 
spring session, and planning for the fall session. 
                                               From Vallerie Hartfield  
 

Our thanks to Vallerie Hartfield and Barbara Lamm for 
their work with The Botanical Garden’s  Children’s Vege-
table Garden. Vallerie has been a faithful participant for 
16 years, and Barbara for 3 years.. John Opiela has fre-
quently been a judge and is always pushing the club for  
financial support for the program. 

 

 

 

Upper left: Grand prize Eggplant and squash on Display. 
Right: Vallerie and participant in the spring session. At 
the bottom: Barbara Lamm, John Opiela and Vallerie 
display big smiles after the 2020 session. 

 

Missing from the Basilfest was the Mobile Children’s Garden, supplanted  by  an unmanned box 

of dirt. YUCK! 

 

 NOTE! 
No July  

Horti– Bull 



 
 The Top 9 Health Benefits From Watermelon  

Written by Kerri-Ann Jennings, MS, RD and Fatima Hallal, 
APD-Medically reviewed by Amy Richter, RD, Nutrition-
Updated on November 8, 2021 

 Watermelon is believed to have been domesticated over 
4,000 years ago in Northeast Africa.  It’s sweet and juicy, 
making it the perfect treat to quench your thirst during 
the summer heat.  This large round fruit has a green rind 
and bright, and red flesh. It’s also packed with nutrients, 
including antioxidants and vitamins A and C.   

1.    Helps you stay hydrated-Body temperature regula-
tion, normal organ function, nutrient delivery to cells, and 
alertness are only some of the bodily 
processes that rely on adequate hy-
dration..  Watermelon comprises 
92% water, making it a great choice 
for daily water intake.   Furthermore, 
due to its high water content, this melon has a low calorie 
density-in other words, very few calories for its total 
weight.  Eating foods with low calorie densities, such as 
watermelon, may aid weight management by keeping you 
feeling full for longer. 

2.    Packed with nutrients and beneficial plant compounds
-Watermelon contains a variety of nutrients, including 
potassium, magnesium, and vitamins A and C.  It’s also 
relatively low in calories, containing just 46 per cup (152 
grams).  Watermelon is also a rich source of citrulline, an 
amino acid that may improve exercise performance.  It 
boasts antioxidants, including vitamin C, carotenoids, lyco-
pene, and cucurbitacin E.  These compounds help combat 
free radicals, which are unstable molecules that may dam-
age your cells if they accumulate in your body.  Over time, 
this damage may lead to conditions like diabetes, heart 
disease, and cancer. 

 3.   May have anticancer effects-Several plant compounds 
found in watermelon, including lycopene and cucurbitacin 
E, have possible anticancer effects.  While study results 
are mixed, lycopene intake may be associated with a low-
er risk of some types of cancer, such as prostate and colo-
rectal cancers.  Lycopene is believed to work by lowering 
blood levels of insulin-like growth factor (IGF), a hormone 
that promotes cell division.  Notably, cancer forms when 
cell division becomes uncontrollable.  Cucurbitacin E may 
inhibit tumor growth by promoting the autophagy of can-

cer cells.  Autophagy is the process by which your body 
removes damaged cells.  Further human research is neces-
sary.   

4.    May improve heart health-Heart disease is the leading 
cause of death worldwide.  Studies suggest that lycopene 
may help lower cholesterol and blood pressure.  It may 
also help prevent oxidative damage caused by high choles-
terol levels.  Watermelon also contains citrulline, an ami-
no acid that may increase nitric oxide levels in your body.  
Nitric oxide helps your blood vessels expand, which lowers 
blood pressure.  Other heart-healthy vitamins and miner-
als in watermelon include magnesium, potassium, and 
vitamins A, B6, and C. 

5.  May reduce inflammation and oxidative stress-
Inflammation is a key driver of many chronic diseases.  
The combination of antioxidants, lycopene, and vitamin C 
in watermelon may help lower inflammation and oxidative 
damage.  In one study, rats fed  watermelon powder to 
supplement an unhealthy diet developed less oxidative 
stress and lower levels of the inflammatory marker C-
reactive protein than those in the control group.  Addi-
tionally, an 8-week study gave 31 people with obesity and 
high inflammatory markers 500 mg of vitamin C twice dai-
ly.  They showed a significant decrease in inflammatory 
markers compared with the control group.  As an antioxi-
dant, lycopene may also delay the onset and progression 
of Alzheimer’s disease.  However, more research is need-
ed. 

6.   May help prevent macular degeneration-The water-
melon compound lycopene may have benefits for your 
eyes.  Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) is a com-
mon eye problem that can cause blindness in older adults.  
Lycopene’s role as an antioxidant and anti-inflammatory 
compound may help prevent and inhibit AMD, though 
research is limited.  One test-tube study that treated eye 
cells with lycopene found that it decreased the capacity of 
inflammatory markers to damage cells. 

7.   May relieve muscle soreness-Citrulline, an amino acid 
found in watermelon, may improve exercise performance 
and reduce muscle soreness.  It’s also available as a sup-
plement.  One review found that regular intake of citrul-
line for at least 7 days improved aerobic performance by 
increasing the body’s production of nitric oxide.  This com-
pound helps expand blood vessels so that your heart 
doesn’t need to work as hard to pump blood through your 

body.  Some evidence suggests that watermelon itself-not 
just citrulline-may aid your body after exercise.  One older 
study gave athletes plain watermelon juice, watermelon 
juice mixed with citrulline, or a control drink.  Both water-
melon drinks led to less muscle soreness and quicker 
heart rate recovery than the control drink.  Still more re-
search is needed. 

8   May aid skin health-Vitamins A and C, which are found 
in watermelon, are important for skin health.  Vitamin C-
either when eaten or applied topically-helps your body 
make collagen, a protein that keeps your skin supple and 
your hair strong.  One review found that a higher intake of 
vitamin C from food and/or supplements may decrease 
your chances of developing wrinkles and dry skin.  Vitamin 
A is also important for healthy skin since it helps create 
and repair skin cells.  In one review, animals with vitamin 
A deficiency had poorer wound healing than those fed a 
nutritionally complete diet.  Further human studies on 
watermelon specifically are needed. 

9.    May improve digestion-Watermelon contains plenty 
of water and a small amount of fiber, both of which are 
necessary for healthy digestion.  Fiber helps keep your 
bowels regular, while water moves waste through your 
digestive tract more efficiently.  One survey in 4,561 
adults found that those with low fluid and low fiber in-
takes were more likely to experience constipation.  Other 
factors may have played a role. 

 

 

 
Welcome NEW Members: We are HAPPY to  

welcome  five new members to the MGCSA. 

Three people joined at our April 7th meeting: 

Shawn  Castillo, Sarah Megan Forester, and 

Janet Hector. At the Irish Festival, Mr. Rich-

ard and Mrs. Deanno Camero of Leon Valley 

joined as Life Members.  Welcome to all you 

folks and hope to see you as regular partici-

pants in club activities.  



 
      May  Speaker: Paul Gates On Plant Propa-

gation                        From Jeff Brown 
  
Speaker: Paul Gates On 

Plant Propagation 
     Our speaker during out 
May 5, 2022 meeting was 
Paul Gates.  He talked 
about plant propagation. 
   When he moved to Tex-
as he was so excited as he 
could garden all year 
round here.  When he 
started gardening here he 
was gardening at his school with his students.  They 
built a greenhouse there.  They were helped doing 
that by the Men's Gardening Club. The club donated 
money.  More importantly members of the club 
opened their doors and they went out and dug up 
many plants from their gardens. He and his students 
then put the plants for sale on the steps of the school 
and sold them.  The money was then used for the 
greenhouse and gardening activities at the schools. 
Joe Shinners volunteered.  The kids saw it was fun to 
build the greenhouse and propagate the plants.  The 
speaker asked why propagate when you can go out  
to the nursery and buy them?  Plant prices have in-
creased a lot.  Some plants can be found that cannot 
be found at the nursery.  He asked us have many of 
us have propagated plants.   Quite a few it turned 
out. 
   Seeds. First he talks about propagation with seeds.  
To start the seeds he usually uses a flat, unless he is 
only trying to start a few seeds, in which case he us-
es a 4 inch pot. He showed a flat and 4 inch pot.  
Once the seeds come up you need usually to trans-
plant them.  A stem comes up and cotyledons will 
turn into leaves (cotyledons are leaves preformed in 
the seed, there is one for plants like the grasses, but 
two for most plants).  He takes the plants from 
ground with some tool, and likes to remove the coty-
ledons.  First you should also have the first 'true 
leaves' appear and then the cotyledons will disap-
pear.  That is the time to transplant (but if time is 
tight, many do it earlier).  Next you plant it and wa-
ter. 
   Seeded Plant Variation Seeds from the same 
plant will vary, they're not all the same.  So they will 
genetically differ from their parents.  This is unlike 
plants from cuttings, which will more likely be the 
same genetically.  He showed us small plants in flats 
in a greenhouse and the flats were sitting on heating 

pads.  For seeds the heating pad will help the seeds 
to come up quickly, like 3 to 4 days, as opposed to 
10 days maybe from being out in the cooler ground.   
   Scarification.  This is modifying seed surface to 
make it more porous to water. In the greenhouse he 
formerly used acid, but for most people that is not 
necessary.  John Opiela asked if he used sandpaper.  
He said he hasn't done it, but it can be done.  Using 
sandpaper to scrape the seed is scarification.  This is 
better for the bigger seeds.  But even for them, a lit-
tle gash the size of a pin head is enough.  The water 
can get in.  Many of the bigger seeds, not scarified, 
did not come up like the scarified seeds. 
   Some stores sell cheap seeds that may not come 
up.  Some seeds will last for years, others won't.  
Store stores can be old or stored in hot places, which 
may not be good for germination.  Onion seeds are 
only good for a year. 
    Soil Mix.  You can use your yard soil, but it will 
likely have problems like weed seeds, and it tends to 
be heavy in your flats or pots.  He prefers mix, it is 
light weight (meaning really low density).  He for-
merly use different mixes for different plants, but 
found it didn't make much difference. He emphasiz-
es that seed depth requirements are more useful for 
outside plants planted in the ground, but not so much 
for inside grown ones.   Indoors he uses shallower 
seed planting so the plant does not have to work so 
much to come up.  Indoor plants should encounter 
less insects and larger animals. So outside for every-
thing, except lettuce, he covers the plants.  So you 
have to check it every day under the cover.  Paul 
Huegel asked about perlite.  But he does not use it 
for seeds, so large amounts of perlite should not be 
used for those.  Paul H said the squirrels wouldn't 
bother plants in perlite.  He agreed, and puts cuttings 
in perlite.  Paul H said this perlite is not the kind you 
drink! (Ha, ha).  He says plant wildflower seeds you 
want to plant in the fall.  Zinnias can be planted in 
the spring too.  Zinnias, phlox, marigolds, cosmos, 
salvia, and columbine are some plant seeds for sum-
mer planting. He says he planted columbine in early 
spring, and his whole back yard is columbine now.  
He's planting more in pots now than when he was 
younger. He has large pots which require less bend-
ing over, good for those of us who are older.  He said 
that flats were used to start plants for sale, otherwise 
he will put them directly in the pots. For the yard, 
mow the weeds real low, plant, then water.  Waiting 
for rain can be futile around here. 
   He tries to keep his garden full of plants, so he 
plants in empty areas, like with onions.  He can also 
eat food year-round out of the garden.  Planting ferns 
is different, they have spores, not seeds.  The best 

luck he has had is planting a fern whose spores pro-
duce new ferns near by.  Ferns may or may not be 
able to propagate from  
  Cutting Propagation.   They had a system that 
sprays every 10 minutes to keep the plants moist, but 
he did not have that at home. He found he could 
work with a sandbox or small kiddie swimming pool 
in the back yard, without the automatic watering.  He 
filled them with perlite and put cuttings in there, and 
added some soil to help keep it more moist.. 
   He provided cutting samples,  distributed by his 
neighbor John for audience people to inspect. He 
showed sweet potato cuttings.  Doing those makes 
their roots brittle, if roots are started in water instead 
of perlite.  One way is to prevent brittleness is to 
stick the sweet potato  in the soil.  Problem: leaved 
but no or not enough root, Texas heat will dry them 
excessively.  He wants his sweet potatoes in the 
ground early, in June.  The standard sweet potatoes 
is the tastiest, not purple ones or other.  For the num-
ber of nodes on a sweet potato stem he wants 2 or 3 
nodes spaced about a couple inches apart.  He takes 
off the leaves except for the top ones. He puts the 
cutting directly in his perlite.  If the plants are spe-
cies harder to root, you may put a hormone, powder 
or liquid, on the stem.  He often has sweet potato 
that root by 4 hours, so no hormone necessary.  He 
takes a knife and scratches the stems to allow more 
hormone to get into the cutting.  He uses a standard 
rooting hormone, for trees you may have to use high 
concentration liquids. For a fig he had a dormant 
stem, but could see little tiny green buds.   He usual-
ly has 3 to 5 inch cuttings.  He puts up to 18 cuttings 
to root in a one gallon container.  You can pull it out 
gently to test if it has been rooted, if not rooted the 
plant will pull right out.  Leaves come out on figs 
before the roots.     Leaf area must be kept minimal, 
so cut the leavess as needed.  Don't expect just a few 
roots to support lots of leaves. He may cut off ½ to 
2/3 of large leaves. He had a peperomia leaf that he 
started in soil and perlite.  Clearly it developed roots 
as  he pulled it out with some soil and roots. Leaf 
area must be kept minimal, so cut the leaves as need-
ed.  Don't expect just a few roots to support lots of 
leaves.  
      Continued on page 6  
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Charles Bartlett on Big Red Salvia  May 5 2022 MGCSA Meeting 
 by Jeff Brown 

   Charles Bartlett brought a number of plants including 6 big red sage plants.  
These big red sage, or penstamon salvia (if I understand this correctly) species 
was thought to be extinct for some 40 years now. But it was found again and 
has been put into cultivation again.  The supply of plants is very limited for 
now, but Charles was able to bring 6 pots with them for distribution at our 
meeting. 
    It was thought to be a penstamon as it has a long stalk, fairly large somewhat 
glossy leaves, and will make red tubular flowers.  It does not closely resemble 
other salvias to me (it was not flowering).  I also noticed it had square shaped 
stems.  I asked if it was like a firespike, and he said it was like it.  The plants 
seemed a couple feet high and Charles said the plant will slowly expand over 
the years until the plant is about 2 feet wide and 4 feet high with hundreds of 
bright red flowers.  They are trying to get it back into the nursery trade, but it is 
difficult to find, you almost need to know someone.  Online some were for sale 
online in a 3 ½ pot for $23 with $37.50 shipping.  Charles had 1 gallon pots for 
$5.  Fanick's, Casa Verde, and many people knew about the plant but had no 
source for them. The San Antonio River Authority has planted some of them 

and had some seed.  They gave Charles 
some seed, and he has grown these plants 
from seed. It's about a 2 to 3 year process 
to get seed.  The big red salvias he had at 
our meeting were 2 years old.  He has been 
feeding them a little nitrogen to speed their 
development.  He thinks they will do well 
in sun or shade.  He thinks better in sun, 
but they may be a little more compact.  
They were found in Bandera County, then 
found in Kendall County.  Someone from 
the Botanical Center gathered the seed, 
and they have some plants at the Center.  He says they've flowered at  his place 
and have a beautiful tubular red flower about 2 inches long. The hummingbirds 
and butterflies like it, it is a good nectar source.  Big red sage tends to stay ev-
ergreen during the winter, but these last 2 winters it died back to the ground, 
then came back up.  Charles said that some fertilizer will cause it to grow big-
ger.  He says that fertilizer will make bluebonnets grow much larger, with hun-
dreds of stalks. 

 



 

 

44th MGCSA Annual PICNIC 2022 

Date: Saturday June 25 2022 at 1:30PM to 5:00PM.  

Location: MacArthur Park Pavilion #4 Loop 410 West Access Road between Harry Wurzbach and Nacogdoches. 

 The price this year will be $10.00 for adults and $4.00 for children under 5. 

Send completed form to: Vallerie Hartfield—2410 Monticello Court, San Antonio, Texas 78223. 

 To ensure a variety of sides, please contact Teresa Martinez at 210-505-6191- for coordination/ suggestions. 

 

 Here's my check for $ _________ for ___ adults and ___ children. Name: _________________________________  

 
Address: _______________________________ City: _____________________ State: _______ Zip: __________  

 
 

 Phone: _______________________ Please write legibly, and the name of your guest on the back of this form.  

            Mark your calendar 

The time for the yearly MGCSA Picnic is just a couple weeks away. This 
will be our first picnic after the quarantine, so let’s get out there and 
make it a memorable occasion. Get your form and check in to Vallerie 
Hartfield, and your plan for your food contribution to Teresa Mar-
tinez—both will be appreciated. The start time is shown as 1:30, but 
we always arrive earlier for socializing and, fishing stories from the 
men and factual stories from the ladies . We will also be setting up 
the facility  before the meting. Your help will be appreciated. There 
will be barbequed chicken and sausage from Chef Rey Salazar and Sous 
Chef Geraldo Salazar. If all goes well, they will have the entrees ready 
soon after 1:30PM. 
    Dress for HOT weather, as that’s the season we are in. There  will be 
a  fan to help out a little. 
    We’ll have door prizes, plant swaps and sales,  and a genuine auc-
tion. <<< See to the left .      

                                                 PICNIC AUCTION 
    Well now, it is time for our annual picnic, this year on June 25th.  I am 
going to be the auctioneer so I would like for you to 
bring at least one item to be auctioned off.  Bring 
anything: an old cup, plate, or an old painting that 
may be worth a million bucks; anything that may be 
of value to someone else.  I like old tools, like hoes, 
rake, shovel heads and antique tools.  If you bring 
these items, I will bid like crazy for them.  I am go-
ing to bring the apple peeler that I bought last time.  
I will also have a very expensive mortise and tenon 
tool set that cost me $400.00.  I don’t care if it goes 
for $2.00,  it will sell.  If you have any questions 
about the tool, call me, John Opiela – 210-532-
5963. 
    We want to fill the table, and remember that all proceeds go to the 
club.  I would like each member to bring at least one item.  If you have 
something that is large, call me ahead and I will have Larry and Paul pick it 
up – (Joke)- I have a pickup and can get it a day or two before the picnic.  
Also, bring a lot of small bills so we will not have to make change.  And 
lastly, whatever items that don’t sell, I will take it to the Salvation Army.  
From John Opiela 

 

 

 
You remember several years 
ago we were participants in the 
Spring and Fall Home & Garden 
Shows. They changed manage-
ment companies for the event, 
and the new company jacked 
up the price 3 fold, and took 
away some freebies that we 
had been given. Well, Paul Hue-
gel received a call from the new 
company wanting to discuss the 
club participating in  the event 
again, and they were going to 
make it worth our time. The 
board decided to see what their 
deal was, and if we could get 
enough pledged help from our 
members, we would consider 
the deal,  

RUMOR >> 



 
Propagation  continued from page 5. 
     An audience member asks is  he ever propagated a bay leaf tree?  He said he has never been able 

to do that (but did not use a greenhouse). He said a  peperomia plant will emerge from the base of 

the leaf.  It can also be propagated from the stem.  Not all plants can be done from a leaf.  Succu-

lents can easily propagate from a single leaf.  A lot of cacti are easy to propagate.  When you have a 

new succulent cutting, let the leaf end dry out or it may rot.  A day or two should be good.   The 

plant is called mother of thousands, or mother of millions.  You plant the babies.  He does not put 

them anywhere near soil or another plant, or it will be a takeover weed. The problem with succu-

lents is they will freeze.  He can save one of a succulent species plant indoor during winter, and re-

plant again later to produce many propagated plants.  He cuts the cutting stems diagonally.  And  he 

shows some cutting operation slides. Sweet potatoes should be in full sun.  He shows cuttings in 

flat, each in a small circle of perlite, I think. 

    He showed some multiplier onions.  He shows dividing multiplying onions. They were relatively 
small said John Opiela.  But he said that the Egyptian onion is larger, but also produces balls at the 
end of the stem, and seeds. The attendees gave him a sustained applause.                 

MEMBERSHIP 

Attendance: May 5, 2022, 51 Mem-
bers, 3 Guests 
Welcome New Members:  Richard & 
Deanna Camero, Tamara Ziesemann, 
Alan & Eppy Brent,  Karen D. Samson 
Happy Birthday to all for June, 
Healing and recovery for all who are 
sick. 
May eternal rest be granted to 
Charles Weimer 
Strength, comfort, peace, and love to 
all who are coping with losses. 

 
    

Above: New Life members, Deanna 
and Richard Camero. Right: Sharon 
Hughes makes sure Ed Elbel  knows 
how to care for the plant he pur-
chased at the May meeting. 

 Back from their quarantine : left 
Marshal and JoAnn Fairbanks. 
Above is Charles and Ruth Shaw. 

      Don’t forget our annual June picnic.  
Send your request and check:     Call Teresa Martinez with your  

Vallerie Hartfield;                      food request or advice at: 

2410 Monticello Court             210-505 6191 

San Anonio, TX 78223 

 

 


