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         MGCSA Coming Events  

April 7: Meeting at The San Antonio Garden 
Center . Meet and  greet at 6:30 and meeting be-
gins at 7PM. Guest Speakerr is Mr. Stephon Lucke. 
See page 4. 

April 24th: Irish Heritage Day at the Leon  Valley 
Community Center, 12 noon -—5pm. See page 6. 

June 25th: Annual MGCSA Picnic. Good food, door 
prizes, auction (not too soon to be getting clean, 
serviceable items ready for the auction), and 
more. 

 

                                PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
Hello again fellow gardeners and plant enthusiasts.  
      It is officially Spring!!! Yea!!! If you are like me you will be out to 
your favorite nursery looking and acquiring new and old favorites. I am 
writing this article the morning after the first significant rain in a while. I 
noticed how reactive my plantings are to the rainwater. The things I 

have seen are leafing out of my plum tree flowering of my spirea and the 
beginnings of flowering of my daffodils. I had a new visitor to my gar-

den a young tarantula. I have never seen one here in the downtown area till now. It is my hope 
for you that you are taking the time to nourish and notice all the changes occurring in your plant-
ings. Have a great spring and hope to see you at our new location at the Garden Center adjacent 
to the Botanical Gardens. Todd  

 

Refreshments for our April meeting, 

                    A thru  L,                       

 it’s your turn. We encourage you to stay after 
the meeting to help clean and straighten up 
so everyone can leave as soon as possible. It 
only takes a few minutes for the cleanup if all 
pitch in to help!  

 

Horti-Bull 
HORTICULTURAL BULLETIN 

Published Monthly by  the SAN ANTONIO MEN’S GARDEN CLUB 

A club for Men and WOMEN interested in all aspects of gardening 

 WEBSITE: mensgardenclubofsa.org 

Flower of the Month 
The Iris 
    In classical mythology, Iris was the goddess of the rainbow, the link 
between heaven and earth. She was clothed in multicolored robes and 
she brought messages to mortals on earth. This flower is also the arms 
of France the fleur-de-lis, of which there is a long history associated 
with warfare and good fortune. It is one of the oldest cultivated flow-
ers in Britain dating from the 1400's. 
    This flowering plant has sword shaped leaves and is green year 
round in our area. There are 4 varieties of this plant but I will only look at the Bearded Iris. This 
variety has a large assortment of colors, but is most common is yellow. They prefer shallow 
planting, in well-drained, deep worked soil. Be sure not to plant them in a location that has shade 
in late summer, as it will hinder the next years flower production. Divide the roots every fourth 
year, but if we are in a drought wait till it has passed to divide them. I have enjoyed these plants 
for their evergreen foliage as much as the flowers. It is always enjoyable to see the new varieties 
in catalogs from Holland and other breeders. Just a warning, these flowers can become addicting. 

 

Remember! April 7th meeting at the 

San Antonio Garden Center, 3320 

North New Braunfels. At the  corner 

of N. Braunfels and Funston Place. 
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                                  CALVIN’S  CORNER                                                                                       
      By Dr. Calvin Finch, Retired Texas A&M Horticulturist 
 
Horti-Bull Gardening Calendar for April 
     It seemed like spring would never arrive between the cold weather and the 
lack of moisture everything is pretty dreary and un-springlike.  In the flower 
garden the snapdragons were hit hard by the latest February freezes and be-
cause of the dry cool weather have been slow to kick into the spring bloom 
flush. Sometime in April the flowers will recover but another choice for gar-

deners will be to move directly into the warm weather annuals. Nurseries already have zinnia and be-
gonia transplants for the sun and shade respectively. Also keep your eyes open and watch for the begon-
ia Whoppers, they performed exceptionally in the challenging weather over the summer and fall and I 
am counting on them to do well again this year.  
     Bluebonnets seem to be following a parallel course as the snapdragons. They have produced some 
“king blooms” but require rain to make a more serous bloom performance. Irrigate your bluebonnets if 
it is practical and it continues to be dry.  Larkspur, blue curl, and poppies are also on the verge of 
blooming and would benefit from some rain. Along with milkweed, zinnias, and mist flower the wild-
flowers listed are important nectar sources for the Monarch butterflies that will be visiting San Antonio 
on their migration trek from Mexico to Canada in April.  If there are good nectar supplies and plenty of 
milkweed foliage, they could begin the production of the first generation of caterpillars for the year.  
      Fertilize your lawn with a slow-release lawn fertilizer such as 19-05-09 after it has been mowed 
twice which usually turns out to be towards the end of April.  If you have trouble with sandburs in the 
lawn, apply a preemergent herbicide as quickly as you can, In the past I would have recommended the 
products “Amaze” or “XL” as my favorite sand bur and crabgrass prevention products. They have dif-
ferent names but are the same products but in different size packaging.  It appears however that both 
products were manufactured in China at the same factory, a factory that was destroyed in an explosion 
and so far, no replacement manufacturing site has been organized.  
     To replace the “XL” and “Amaze” you may want to consider “Dimension”, another product that pre-
vents the germination of weedy grasses such as sand bur.  Follow the instructions on the label which in 
addition to other requirements, will direct you to apply the product to the target lawn right now and then 
again later in the summer. The two-time application is because of the tolerance for sand bur seeds (the 
stickers) to germinate over a long period even if the weather is hot.  
     There is also a new product on the retail herbicide market called “Crew”.  “Crew” includes 
“Dimension” as an active ingredient and like “Amaze” and “XL” it also includes active ingredients that 
will prevent germination of many of the broadleaf weeds that we experience in the summer in addition 
to sand burs and other grassy weeds. Review the labels and see which of the available preemergent 
herbicides will best meet your needs.  
     In the vegetable garden it is time to plant tomatoes and peppers. Try the new Rodeo tomato STM 
2255. It was recognized as superior in the Rodeo testing program and its producers state that it is a top 
performer in the taste category.  If you have nematodes in your soil use Valley Cat, Celebrity, Tycoon 
or BHN 958 for tomato production.  You can also plant summer squash, green beans, and cucumbers 
now. If you have had trouble with squash vine borers in your plantings of summer squash, try using ta-
tuma plants. They are easy to grow, taste the same in many recipes, and are able to resist the borer.  

 

STILL wanted for the Horti-Bull - 
your inputs for future Horti-Bulls. 
Prefer receipt by the 20th of the 
month . The article can be about 
your current gardening effort, a past 
event, or some plain old good- or-
bad life experience, or simply a gar-
dening tip. 



 
            Beneficial Insects and Microbes 

                                                                                 by Paul D Huegel 
     We realize the importance of insects as pollinators for flowers, fruits and 
other plants in the landscape, but often overlooked benefit of insects in their 
role as predators by feeding on insects that cause damage to your favorite 
plants. 
     While some of these helpful insects have a painful bite or sting, their im-
pact is far more beneficial. 
     Literally thousands of beneficial species exist, but the most common 
ones we see include lady beetles (ladybugs), praying mantises, paper wasps 
and parasitic wasps. Probably the most recognized beneficial insect in the 
landscape is the lady beetle, or ladybug. It may or 
may not have spots and range in color from yellow to 
red to pink, and even black or gray. Ladybugs feed 
on sap-sucking insects like aphids, mealybugs and 
scales, as well as consume insect eggs and mites. La-
dybugs can be purchased as adults or larvae from 
nurseries and online vendors for release in your own 
personal space. The best time to release them is early morning or at dusk. 
Ladybug larvae look like tiny alligators and are voracious predators. On the 
negative side, some species make pests of themselves by hibernating in-
doors in the winter. 
     Believe it or not, the yellow and red paper wasps that build nests under 
the eaves of your home are actually considered very beneficial. They feed 
on caterpillars, fly larvae and beetle larvae, as well as pollinate flowers 
while feeding on nectar. They only become pesky when you get too close to 
their nests. I leave the nests alone unless it happens to be above a door or 
window that opens. Obviously, if you are allergic to stings then you may 
not want them around at all. 
     Another type of wasp that goes about its business unnoticed is the para-
sitic wasps. These wasps range in size from the period at the end of this sen-
tence to one inch or larger. There are more than 100,000 species of parasitic 
wasps on earth that use caterpillars, beetle larvae, fly larvae, insect eggs, 
aphids, scales and mealybugs as hosts in which to lay their eggs for devel-
opment of offspring. 
     As spring changes to summer in south Texas praying mantises start ap-
pearing in the landscape. These predators  feed on 
any insects they can catch, including other benefi-
cial insects. They are interesting to watch and use 
camouflage and mimicry as means to stalk their 
prey. The females lay several egg cases over the 
season and the cases  will remain dormant over the 
winter and hatch the following spring. Insects prey on each other every day, 
and when you include other critters like spiders in the predator arena, there 
are lots of reasons to be thankful for having them around. So, don’t be 
afraid of bugs. They could be eating all the other bugs. Also, stay away 
from insecticides since they will kill the beneficial insects. Mother nature in 
time will keep things in balance and you will not subject yourself to these 

poisons which are unhealthy to humans.    
     Besides the beneficial insects we can see, there are beneficial microbes 
we can only see with a microscope. As humans we have all sorts of benefi-
cial microbes inside and outside our bodies which go after the bad guys in a 
battle for the balance of nature. The plant world has good guys and bad 
guys as well which can mess things up for pests . I will only mention one of 
the more important ones called beneficial nematodes which we can buy to 
control various pests in our gardens. Proper application of beneficial nema-
todes  can control soil borne pests and no they do not hurt the other benefi-
cials. They do take care of grub worms, fleas, ticks, termites, fire ants, and 
roaches. While most of these pests do not harm plants they can harm the 
gardener while working in the garden so a yearly application can do won-
ders. You can get beneficial nematodes at any reputable garden nursery or 
on line. I recommend those sold on a blue sponge, as fresh as possible. 

 

 

Vallerie's Hearty Gumbo 
 
2 1/2 cups flour                                fryer or hen 
1/2 cup shortening or Puriton Oil    3 bay leaves 
1 tsp gumbo file seasoning                  1 pound smoked beef sausage 
1 med onion chopped small             green onion tops 
1 small bell pepper                           salt, season-all salt 
Garlic powder ( to taste) 
 
Cut up chicken; season all over with dry ingredients.  Pour a little less 
than ½ cup of shortening in heavy fry pan.  Let oil get hot, brown fryer 
on both sides or boil hen 45 minutes.  Drain either on absorbent paper.  
Pour shortening in a deep pot, let it get hot and stir constantly, pour 
flour into shortening.  When the mixture begins to turn medium brown 
in color, sprinkle in file’, onion, and bell pepper, stir 4 to 5 minutes.  
When mixture (roux) turns dark brown, add 5 cups cold water, cover 
with tight fitting lid and bring to boil over medium heat.  When mixture 
begins to boil, Drop in chicken, sausage, bay leaves and let simmer 30 
minutes.  Serve with hot long grain rice.    ENJOY! 

 
  MEMBERSHIP 
  Attendance: March 3, 2022, 39 Members, 5 Guests 
   Happy Birthday to all for April. 
   Healing and recovery for all who are sick. 
   Strength, comfort, peace, and love to all who are cop-
ing with losses.                       From Vallerie Hartfield 



  

 

 

   

Can’t anyone control this man? David Rodriguez tried to, Mark Peterson 

tried, and Mark Fanick tried to, with no success. 

                    April 7th Guest Speaker  

Our speaker will be Mr. Stephen Lucke, the founder and 
CEO of the Gardopia Gardens. Their MISSION is ‘growing 
healthy communities through garden-base learning’. VI-
SION:  ‘A sustainable society, empowered and educated to 
lead healthy lifestyles through gardening’. CORE VALUES: 
Health. Education. Environment. Mr. Lucke will provide in-
formation about the gardens, their upcoming spring events as 
they pertain to gardening, and other topics of his choosing. 

 



 

                                            32nd Earthwise Living Day                  by Paul D Huegel 
 
     For the first time the MGCSA participated in the Leon Valley Earthwise Living Day with 
our Mobile Children's Garden and our first plant sale of the 2022 year. We did not know 
what to expect but it turned out to be a worthwhile event. The purpose of Earthwise Living 
Day is to aid citizens in the Leon Valley and greater San Antonio communities in developing 
a sustainable way of life in harmony with the natural surroundings by providing useful envi-
ronmental information and demonstrations. Since gardening and horticulture, in general, are 
important elements of everyday living our Children's Garden and collective knowledge of 
plants fit nicely within the Earthwise purpose. We did not have as many children as expected 
but answered many plant related questions and sold a bunch of plants. While we had enough, 
we could have used more to promote the Club for new membership. Those of us who partici-
pated included John Opiela (plant donation, logistics) Robert McDaniel (plant sales, set up 
and logistics) Linda Hollingsworth and Valerie Hartfield (Children’s Garden), Mary Mar-
tinez (plant sales, tear down), Barbara Lamm (plant donation, plant sales, tear down), Dar-
lene Badorski (planning and organizing),Todd Mernin (plant purchase/re-potting, planning) 
and yours truly (planning, plant purchase/re-potting, logistics, set up/tear down, plant sales). 
I usually do not specify what volunteers contributed but this time I wanted to show just how 
much is involved even in one of the smaller events. 
      All in all, the 32nd Earthwise Living Day was a success on a picture-perfect day and I 
would recommend we do it again at the 33rd Earthwise Living Day next year. For those of 
you who missed the opportunity to volunteer at this venue, please consider volunteering for 
the Irish Festival on April 24, 2022 

 

Shown above: The Earthwise event crew consisting of 
Barbara Lamm, Mary Martinez, Robert McDaniel, Valler-
ie Hartfield, and Paul Huegel. Missing is Linda Hol-
lingsworth who worked the morning shift, and yours tru-
ly, Larry Cromer, who took the picture. Below, Robert 
McDaniel interacts with customers at the plant table. 

                           Memory Lane             From Pat Schieffer 
Something I recently read in the HortiBull reminded me of my childhood 
growing up in Chicago during World War II.  I shared this with Larry who 
asked me to write it up for the HortiBull since it was about a garden. 
 During the war there were Victory Gardens in vacant spaces even in 
a big city like Chicago.  A few blocks from our apartment building the City 
or some entity converted a large empty space near Lincoln Park into a com-
munity Victory Garden.  The area was partitioned into small plots for grow-
ing vegetables.  Since I was only about 5 or 6 I have no idea how one ob-
tained a space.  I do remember going to the garden to do something simple 
like watering.  A lady also named Pat shared the same plot and probably did 
the real work.  We named our garden “Pat and Pat’s Garden” with a sign.  I 
doubt I ever ate those vegetables we grew as I was a champion picky eater  
 

and hated veggies.  Hopefully my folks and big brother, Dick, 
did enjoy them. 
 There were other aspects of growing up during the war 
that I recall Before movies began there was a newsreel cover-
ing mostly war events. Brother Dick put a big map up on our 
wall where we followed the course of the war.  Our cousin was 
in the Navy and fortunately came home safely.  In our bathtub, 
Dick and I soaked the backing off the tinfoil from cigarette packs and rolled 
the tinfoil into big balls. These we took to school for the war effort.  I re-
member my mother using ration books for food and other items that were 
rationed. She also pasted stamps into stamp books to buy war bonds.  When 
we moved to San Antonio, my parents cashed in those same bonds for the 
down payment on the first house I ever lived in—at age 16-- on Jackson 
Keller just off San Pedro. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S VEGETABLE GARDEN PROGRAM 

The children have planted tomatoes, broccoli, cabbage, squash, bush beans, 
cucumber, egg plant, and jumbo jalapeno pepper.  The vegetable contest will 
be May 28, 2022.  We need garden club members to be judges.  Please let me 
know if you are interested or contact Olivia Roybal, oroybal@sabot.org, 210-
536-1425.                                  From Vallerie Hartfield 

mailto:oroybal@sabot.org


Irish Heritage Day at The Leon Valley Community Center 
    The Men's Garden Club will be a featured vendor at the upcoming 
Irish Heritage Day, Sunday April 24, at the Leon Valley Community Cen-
ter on Evers Road. Plants of all shapes and sizes will be offered for sale at 
the MGCSA stand on the patio of the Leon Valley CC, from noon until we 
sell out; end of the afternoon's shenanigans is 5 pm. This is the 28th time 
the San Antonio Irish Cultural Society has hosted this annual event - inter-
rupted during the past two years by Omicron. 
    A program of entertainment stands for the Sunday afternoon, to include 
music, Irish dance, storytelling, a raffle, a Celtic Market with 14 vendors, 
a pop up Irish Consulate and a free Irish High Tea. A bagpiper will pipe in 
the beginning of the day's festivities at noon, and the 
day will end with the drawing from the raffle. Entrance 
is free and masks are recommended. The welcome mat 
will be out, so come on over to the Leon Valley Com-
munity Center for a day of celebration as only the Irish 
can show you. 
                                                   From Jane McDaniel 

 

 April Speaker, Mr. Mark Fanick from Fanick’s Garden Center  
     Excerpts from Mark Fanick’s presentation: 
Fruit trees and vegetables grown in your garden 
help us maintain a healthy diet.  He especially 
highlighted the home-grown peach tree. Planting 
bare root trees began in January. However, the 
cost of bare root trees is continuing to grow. He 
explained that once the nursery received the bare 
root trees, they are dipped in root stimulator. 
There are organic or chemical stimulators. Mark 
explained the makeup of some of these root stimu-
lators. He added that natural rock phosphate is 
good and safe to touch the roots. He said the more 
that rock phosphate touches the root system, the better for the plant.  
    He said that we should make our landscapes edible.  He noted that the 
Red Baron peach tree is the prettiest one on the market.   Most fruit trees 
are self pollinating. If the trees get their cold hours, they will have a good 
chance of producing fruit.  He also said that insect and pests do pose a 
problem.  Mark mentioned several products available that can take care of 
these problems.  
    He also talked about compost and its benefits.  He mentioned several 
products that are good for planting; He said a check for good compost is 
to smell it.  If it smells bad, this is not what you want in your garden.  
    Our members shared their experiences with vegetable and fruit tree 
gardening and had additional questions for Mark.  
From Mary Martinez and Jeff Brown  

 

 


