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From the President                  Fellow  Gardeners 

Hope this time finds you outside and gardening.  We are all still adapting to this 

whole COVID 19 pandemic/new vaccinations and our new way of living.  One thing I 

have noticed is the increase in the interest in plants as evidenced by the sales at your 

local nurseries.  Please be aware that the CDC has noted a new more virulent muta-

tion of the COVID 19.  There have been new recommendations to double up your 

masks.  Enough said about that, we still need to protect ourselves and others till we 

are inoculated.          Todd 

The Shrub I will be profiling this month is the Elaeagnus Commutata 

“Silverberry”.  While researching this plant, I discovered that this privacy 

shrub is an evergreen, but there are many species that 

will lose their leaves.  One unique feature about these 

plants is their ability to store nitrogen, AKA Nitrogen fix-

er.  This unique ability will not only help this plant be 

drought tolerant, but will in addition help feed the soil.  

Experts recommend planting in a semi-shaded area for 

best results.  Again, this plant was chosen due to the evening fragrance.  Happy Gardening! 

IT’S GOING TO BE A GREAT YEAR!!! 

              MGCSA Calendar 2021 
 

   San Antonio and Bexar County continue to be 
in the grip of the pandemic, as most of the coun-
try.  Restriction on gatherings are still in effect, 
so we are unable to have face-to-face meetings 
yet. Hopefully, with more vaccine becoming 
available, we will be able to have general  all to-
gether in the same room meetings in 2021. 

 

NEW WEB DOMAIN: mensgardenclubofsa.org  

               Zoom Meeting, February the 4th. 
February 4 is near-at-hand bringing us to our 1st 
Zoom general meeting. Ivan Roman, 1st Vice 
President and Web and Zoom Master, has 
worked long and hard to put this together and is 
to be congratulated for doing an outstanding job. 
We have had two Zoom Board meetings that 
went very well even though we were all new at it. 
Attached to this same email is two PDFs, one is to 
walk you through the process if you are unfamil-
iar with Zooming. The other is a few tips on prop-
er etiquette for participating in a Zoom meeting. 
We are very fortunate to have David Rodriguez as 
our guest speaker for the first Zoom. Besides be-
ing an expert gardener and speaker, he is a Zoom 
veteran. Hope to see you there at the inaugural 
Zoom meeting. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:  Fiskars Loppers Broken, stop, don’t throw them away. We are often told good quality 
tools are especially important in gardening.  I found out some quality name-brand tools can pay for themselves. 
   A short time ago my grandson came to me to tell me my favorite loppers had one of the tips broken off. I had those loppers 
for who knows how long and didn’t know where they came from. I loved the loppers because they were small and  easy for 
me to handle. 
   So, I needed to replace them. I started my search in the stores, nurseries and on the internet. They were Fiskars and I 
looked for that brand again. I found some, but they were very expensive. As I searched, I saw that many had Lifetime Warran-
ties, so I decided to see if my broken loppers did. I went to the Fiskar site and started my search. I could not find any exactly 
like mine, they were all larger or longer. I did find a form to fill out to request a replacement. I sent the form off with a pic-
ture. The Fiskar Service Department called me with a few questions. They told me my loppers were no longer available but 
they had a similar pair which I received in a few days—just as nice, slightly larger, and better quality.    CONTINUED Page 2 

 

 

   Valentine Puns from Vallerie 

What happens when you fall in 
love with a French chef?  You get 
buttered up 

What did one watermelon say to 
the other on Valentine’s Day?  You’re one in a 
melon 

What did the farmer give his wife on Valentine’s 
Day?  Hogs and kisses 

What did the pickle say to the other pickle?  You 
mean a great dill to me 

What do you call two birds in love?  Tweethearts 

 



                         

Calvin’s Corner 
By Dr. Calvin Finch, Retired Texas A&M  Horticulturalist                            

 
Horti-Bull Gardening Calendar for  February 

 
     February one is an important time on the calendar to plant the last crop of sev-
eral of the vegetables in the garden. Broccoli transplants, carrot seeds, lettuce 
seeds, English pea seeds, chard, beets, turnips, kale, onions, and collards can all 
be planted. Prepare the soil adding 10 cups of slow-release lawn fertilizer (19-5-9) 
per 100 sq. ft. of bed.  
     Grow potatoes in a 1 ft. deep trench with 18 inches between a generous piece 

of seed potato. Cover the piece of potato with 3 inches of soil and then add more soil as the plant emerges from 
the trench.  The first new potatoes can be harvested when the plant produces its first blooms. Continue the har-
vest as the plants grow out of the trench and finish the harvest when the plants brown.    
     Some gardeners begin their tomato crop in February. The garden soil is too cool to plant the transplants in the 
soil, but it often works well to plant a small transplant in a black plastic container filled with soil. The container 
can be placed in the sun out of the wind so it can take advantage of   warm setting.  If the temperature predic-
tion is for 40 degrees or less, move the plants inside until the weather warms. 
     In the flower garden the cool weather annuals will prosper in February. Expect snapdragons, calendula, dian-
thus, alyssum. stocks, cyclamen, and primula to produce blooms into April.  Some of the wildflowers will also be 
offering some blooms. In fact, you may have to thin the larkspurs and phacelia out a bit to give the stocks and 
snapdragons room for blooms.  The butterflies and hummingbirds will be using the larkspurs and phacelia for 
nectar sources.  
     This winter was great in terms of winter chill so you should expect the fruit trees to produce plenty of blooms 
and fruit.  To take advantage of the chill hours begin your spray program right when the bloom petals begin to 
fall. Spray captan and carbaryl or malathion every week so the fruit escapes the stink bugs and other pests.  
     The dry cold weather has meant that there has not been much weed germination. Do not count on it though 
the rescue grass, annual blue grass, horseherb, henbit, thistle, and other weeds are going germinate all at once. 
Contact herbicides will work well to control the rush of new weeds.  Mowing will also help keep the weeds in 
control.  
     There is room for debate whether the wildflowers will emerge and be able to compete with the weed germi-
nation when it occurs.  We mentioned the phacelia and larkspur as emerging, but it is still a debate whether the 
bluebonnets will have a good bloom and seed production spring.  
     Take advantage of the cool weather and CPS Shade Tree Rebate to plant one or more shade trees in February. 
Planted in the recommended locations and you can count on the trees to reduce your air conditioning costs.  

           MGCSA Officers for 2020 

President    Todd Mernin                 210-218-4155 

1st V.P          Ivan Roman                  210-845-7073 

2nd V.P.       Vallerie Hartfield          210-240-1466 

3rd V.P         Robert McDaniel          210-542-1888 

Treasurer     Phil Byrd                        210-497-8044 

Secretary      Larry Cromer                210-521-5350 

Chaplain       Vallerie Hartfield 

                         Directors 

2019-2021 

  Teresa Martinez            210-534-8100 

  Ken Wolfgram                210-788-0177 

2020-2022 

  Barbara Lamm               210-648-8001 

  Leonard Martinez          210-514-0584 

2021-2023 

  David Badorski              815-436-3970 

  John Opiela                    210-508-7297 

                          Other 

EX Officio  Paul Huegel   210-493-9853 

HB Advertising        Paul Huegel 

Historian                   Paul Huegel 

Webmaster              Ivan Roman 

HB Editor                  Larry Cromer 

Postmaster               Larry Cromer 

 

 

 

A very belated  condolence to Joe and 
Penny Shinners to the passing of Joe’s 
mother in September of 2020. She 
attended many club meetings and pic-
nics, and was a joy to be around.  Pic-
ture at right shows Joe and Penny with 
Mom at 2014 picnic. 

CONTINUED From Page 1.   They were like the ones I had seen in the stores for 
almost $40.00, at no cost to me. I received the new ones in less than two weeks 
from the time I sent the paperwork in. A wonderful experience from a topnotch 
company. 
     To replace your broken Fiskar product, go to 
FISKAR.com, scroll down to ‘customer service’ and then 
‘Warrantee Claim’, complete the form and send it in—and 
GOOD Luck.               From Sharon Hughes 

 



     
                               History of Men's Garden Club of San Antonio 
               Part 9- The early 1990s -  by Paul D Huegel, MGCSA Historian 
 
     We continue our history into the early 1990s and see 
how we grew into a more independent and vibrant club 
but still affiliated with the Men's Garden Club of America 
(MGCA).   
     1992-1994 Our newly elected President for 1992 was 
Phil Hovey. Like any good president he was well organized 
and picked the right members to fill the various com-
mittees to lead us into a successful year. We had some good guest speakers that 
year including regulars like Dr Jerry Parsons who gave a talk on “Earth Kind” which 
surprised me when I read this as I never thought of Jerry as an environmentalist as 
well as an expert in the plant world. Calvin Finch who contributes monthly with his 
column in the Horti-Bull gave a presentation on “What's The Best Turf Grass. Paul 
Cox who passed away in 2019 as the Superintendent at the San Antonio Botanical 
Garden Center for many years was also a distinguished guest speaker who gave a 
talk on the best suited trees for San Antonio according to their function and char-
acteristics, i.e. shade, fruit, ornamental, area and height. Our very first Lifetime 
member and two time Horti-Bull Editor, Charles Bartlett gave a talk on the secrets 
of special advanced growing and propagation producers and their royalty control. 
Charles still has the distinction of being the longest serving member of the club. 
Another familiar name, Bob Webster was also a guest speaker and talked about 
Fall cleanup. Bob is considered one of the foremost experts in organic gardening 
today and was recently awarded the top radio show host award for his South Tex-
as Gardening weekend show on KTSA, 550 AM. Speaking of awards, The City of 
San Antonio Award was presented to MGCSA member Joe Miller by then Council-
man Lyle Larson (now Texas Representative, District 122) for then Mayor Nelson 
Wolfe (now Bexar County Judge) for the MGCSA Children's Garden community 
impact. 
     1993 elected President Jim Loftin.  Once again, we had some great program 
speakers which included some familiar names like Malcolm Beck who talked on 
composting. Dr Jerry Parsons who continues today to be the founder of the Rodeo 
tomato who talked about the Merced tomato in 1993 and La Joe which is the larg-
est Jalapeno pepper. Paul Cox gave a slide presentation  on Fall colors of various 
trees. There were other interesting guest speakers and topics that year given by 
members who share. Would it not have been nice if that trend continued to our 
50th Anniversary in their world travel garden experiences. I think it is always a 
good thing when club members share their gardening experiences. Calvin Finch 
was a guest speaker in 1993 and gave a presentation on various fruits.  We are 
fortunate to have garden gurus from our past still connected to our present and 

hopefully our future. 
     1994 was a banner year with two important events. It was our 25th Anniversary 
and we elected Myra Fischer, the first women President, to serve in 1995. The 
1994 elected President was John Hollow. We had many of the usual guest speak-
ers from previous years like Drs. Parsons and Finch as well as other new speakers 
talking on a variety of garden subjects. One of those new speakers was Robert G 
Rahn who spoke on establishing and running a Christmas tree farm which would 
have tweaked my interest had I been a member then. Another speaker with a 
unique horticultural position was Marvin Hatter (no relation to the Mad Hatter) 
who as Vegetation Manager for the Texas Department of Transportation gave a 
presentation on Texas Wildflowers and Fall colors.  In 1994, we were still affiliated 
with the Men's Garden Club of America (MGCA) and as such we attended the SW 
Regional meeting held that year in Jackson Mississippi. It was there that Joe and 
Ann Godsey were awarded the Silver Medal for their outstanding service at the 
national level as chairmen of the photography committee for seven years. We 
gained 52 new members in 1994 which resulted in a total of 252 members in our 
25th Anniversary year. 2019? We are a much smaller club nowadays but we still 
have dedicated members who keep the Club in the well-respected category in the 
San Antonio garden community. This was readily apparent by those horticultural-
ists who contributed and attended our 50th Anniversary Party in August 2019. 

                   
 

 

 



                                               Growing Tomatoes-101 
                                                   by Paul D Huegel 
     If you were to take an impromptu survey asking the question “If you could pick 
only one edible plant for your garden, what would it be?” most everyone would 
respond with: “tomato”. Most people think of a tomato as a vegetable, when in 
fact, the tomato is a fruit because it has seeds within its sweet fleshy edible pro-
duce. Clearly, it is the most popular fruit of all for the home gardener and it comes 
in a plethora of varieties from heirloom to cherry in all shapes, sizes, and colors. It 
can be grown in almost any climate or environment as long as it is protected from 
freezing or scorching hot weather. 
     In our region, we have two growing seasons for Spring and Fall planting. There 
are two categories of tomato types which are determinate and indeterminate. Deter-
minate tomatoes grow more like a bush, produce fruit then stop at full maturity. 
Indeterminate tomatoes grow like a vine and will continue to grow and produce 
until colder weather sets in. In our region indeterminate tomatoes can continue to 
grow if we do not get a heavy freeze but will not produce fruit when temperatures 
get too extreme. 
    Since most gardeners usually grow transplants pur-
chased at a nursery or garden center, it is as important 
to know when to plant as it is how to plant. In our re-
gion timing is critical. The warmest growing temp and 
the lowest temperatures to grow tomatoes are the eter-
nal conundrum for the home gardener. Most tomato 
plants are warm season plants and should be planted 
after the danger of frost has passed. In our region it is 
difficult to predict frost free dates, but most charts say 
early March for the Spring planting. In my experience, 
mid-February is better for more production as it sometimes gets too hot earlier in 
the Summer which slows and stops production. 

      Extreme heat or cold snaps are particularly 
important variables to the development of blos-
soms and subsequent fruit set. Blossom drop will 
occur in the Spring if daytime temperatures are 
warm, but night temperatures drop below 55 de-
grees. In Summer when temperatures soar over 90 
degrees with night over 76 degrees the tomato will 
suffer damage to immature fruit or loss of blos-
soms. Additionally, when nights become too warm 
the pollen grains of the blossoms begin to burst 
thwarting pollination, hence no fruit set. This is 
doubly true if the air is saturated with relative hu-
midity (not so much a problem here).  If you are 

adventurous and grow from seed like John Opiela and Barbara Lamm, tomato 
seedlings should maintain a constant temperature of 58-60 degrees in greenhouses 
or indoors to get optimum transplants for outside planting after last frost free date. 
     We are fortunate here in San Antonio in tomato variety options since we have 
expert horticulturists who continue to develop new hybrid tomatoes suited for our 
climate and environment. In fact, each year we have a new “rodeo tomato” variety 

developed in collaboration with Bexar County Extension and Texas A&M. This 
year's rodeo tomato will be introduced to the public in a different manner due to 
the pandemic and the subsequent delay of the rodeo. John Opiela and Barbara 
Lamm told me the name of this year's rodeo tomato is Ruby Crush (an indetermi-
nate grape tomato) and it will be made available at the reputable nurseries listed in 
the Horti-Bull and others like Fanick’s. Other former rodeo tomatoes that seem to 
do well from year to year include the Celebrity, Tycoon, Rodeo 8849, Sunbrite, 
Harris Moran, Rodeo 1823, Red Snapper, Valley Cat and many more. It is advisa-
ble to plant more than one variety and both a determinate and indeterminate variety 
which can take the heat better and produce through the Fall. Indeterminate toma-
toes are usually the smaller cherry and grape varieties. 
     When planting dig your hole and plant the transplants deep up to their first true 
leaves as tomato plants will root up the entire stem unlike most plants. Before put-
ting plants in the hole put a hand full some rock phosphate at the bottom of the 
hole and make sure the roots of the transplant contact the rock phosphate. Also, 
sprinkle some organic fertilizer like Medina Growin Green around the roots, and 
on top of the surface after back filling the soil. To prevent blossom end rot also 
sprinkle Epson Salts on the surface. Organic fertilizer should 
be applied every couple weeks for better production. In the 
future, I will talk more about common tomato plant problems--
-the rest of the story.   

 

 

RODEO TOMATOES  
            OVER THE YEARS 
Topcat                                           2003 

Amelia                                           2004 

Amelia                                           2005 

Solar Fire                                       2006 

Top Gun                                        2007 

Christa                                           2008 

Dwarf Cherry Surprise                2009 

Phoenix                                         2010 

Tycoon                                           2011 

BHN 602                                        2014 

Bob Cat                                          2015 

Red Deuce                                    2016 

‘HM 1823’ Harris Moran            2017 

Sunbrite Harris Moran HM        2018 

‘Harris Moran-8849’                   2019 

Red Snapper                                 2020 

Ruby Crush                                   2021 

Who is Harris Moran HM? They are 
the Harris Moran Seed Company, a 
part of CLAUSE Vegetable Seeds. His-
torically HM has developed seeds in 
the US, and CLAUSE in Europe.  
‘Our focus is on creating vegetable 
seeds which help growers around the 
world achieve increased yield, im-
proved disease resistance and enable 
better taste and quality. We are al-
ways exploring new ways to tailor 
our products to the specific  environ-
ments in which our customers oper-
ate—whether in the open fields of 
California, the protected culture in 
Spain, or in the tropics of Indonesia.’ 
Info above taken from their website.  
Can we ASSUME the Rodeo Tomato 
with Harris Moran attached to its’ 
name came from the Harris Moran 
Seed Company? 

 



 

        GARDENING ON THE AIRWAYS AND IN PRINT 
You can improve your gardening skills in a multiple of ways, 
and one is to listen in and participate on local weekend RA-
DIO PROGRAMS. The biggies are: SATURDAY: 
KTSA-550AM 5:30-9am: ‘The Garden Show’ with Bob Web-
ster is a call-in show that emphasizes ON organic garden-
ing. At 8am, Howard Garrett ‘The Dirt Doctor’ from Dallas, 
joins Bob for a 30-minute chat. 
KLUP-930AM 12Noon-2pm: ‘Gardening in South Texas’ 
with Drs Calvin Finch and Jerry Parsons is a general call-in 
gardening show broadcast from Milberger’s Nursery. Lis-
teners can actually show up and ask questions in person as 
well as calling in. 
WOAI-1200AN: 7am-9am: The ‘Lawn and 
Garden Show’ with host Bill Rhode and 
gardening expert David Rodriguez, Bexar 
County Extension Agent, is a general call-in 
gardening show. 
SUNDAY: 
KTSA-550AM 8-11am: The Garden Show with Bob Web-
ster. 
KLUP-930AM Noon-2pm: ‘Gardening in South Texas’ with 
Drs Finch and Jerry Parson. 
IN THE NEWSPAPER; 
Saturday is gardening in the Express-News S.A.LIFE Section, 
with 2 columns. 
    In Dr Calvin Finch’s simply titled ‘Gardening’ piece, he 
tackles not only gardening, but related topics like looking 
out for the Hummingbirds, water conservation and others. 
    NEIL SPERRY has a write-in column where he gives you 
the question and the answer right in front of you. He has 
been known on VERY RARE occasions to say “I don’t know.” 
Neil Sperry is a gardening guru from McKinney, Tx, exten-
sive gardening writer, radio host, and hands-on gardener. 

                                                   MEMBER INFORMATION 
      How are you coping with the coronavirus pandemic?  Have you been vaccinated? I hope you have 

discovered new ways to take care of yourself physically, mentally, and spiritually.  We have to nurture 

ourselves just like we nurture our plants, flowers, and gardens.  Please let us hear from you.  We have a 

website for you to share information and the Horti-bull to keep in touch.  I hope you use these re-

sources.  

      HAPPY BIRTHDAY  To all who have celebrated another year of life is truly a blessing.  May God con-

tinue to bless you with his love, peace, and happiness with family and friends.  Have you had a birthday 

parade?  Please let us hear how you felt.  

      What are you getting for Valentines Day? If it’s chocolate, don’t miss next months Horti-Bull and 

‘The Health Benefits of Chocolate’.                                        From Vallerie Hartfield 

 

 Our condolences to Mary and John Garcia on the passing of John’s mother recently, and Mary’s Broth-

er several weeks ago. 

 

And condolences to Charles Weimer whose son, Vincent, passed away last week. Vincent has been a 

welcomed guest at club meetings and our picnic. 

 

 

 



       LETTERS TO 

      THE EDITOR 
The response to our ‘Letters to The Editor’ has 

not been overwhelming. We are still optimistic 

that it will catch on. Questions, comments, ob-

servations about the club, the Horti-Bull, or club 

activities would be welcomed.  

 ...THE CLOCK IS TICKING!!! 

Haven’t renewed your membership for 
2021? Use the form on the left to do so. 
If you can’t print the form, print your 
information legibly on bond paper. If 
you are unsure  of your status, call our 
treasurer Phil Byrd at 210-497-8044 
and he will help you. Remember, 28 
February is not far off. 

        Welcome to our 7PM, 4 February ZOOM meeting! 

Please review the attached PDF showing how to download the Zoom app, 

and sign into the Zoom meeting. You can do a dry run before hand to test 

your skills. If you have problems, you can contact Zoom-Master Ivan at: 

          mensgardenclubsa.org@gmail.com 

 


